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j UPI release of 1-3-69 announced the formation of National 

' Committee to Investigate Assassinations. Board members of tlie committee 
’..include Bernard Fensterwald; Jim Garrison, New Orleans District Attorney;- 
. V/illium Turner, former FBI Agent; Fred J. Cook, author; mchard Sprague, 
a computer expci't; Lloyd Tupling, Washingto.n, D. C. ; and Paris Flammonde, 
autlior of a book on assassinations, soon to be released. The Director has 
• asked for a memorandum on Fensterwald, Sprague, Tupling and Flammonde. 



Fensterwald, former Chief Counsel to Senator Long's committeg^ 
on wiretappin" was subject of applicant-type inquiries condjacted by Bureau in 
I ID-IO and 1959. The names of Fensterwald's mother and sister appeared on 
I a list of delegates and members in 1942 of the Southern Conference for Human 
! V/elfare, cited by tlic House Committee on Un-American Activities. While ^ 
employed by the State Department in 1956, Fensterwald and his mother, traveled *3 
to the Soviet Union. 






We have had considerable contact with Fensterwald o'^r the 
past four years as Chief Counsel of the United States Senate Comnyxtee on tlie 
Judiciary; Subcommittee on Administrative Practice and Procedure (the Long 
/committee). Li these contacts Fensterwald has clearly shown he is unscrupu- 
yious, untrustwortliy and anti -FBI. He frequently sought to in.-olve the FBI in 

• wiretapping probes by Long's committee and in January, 1956, in connection 
( with hearings in San Francisco Fensterwald indicated that ex-Agent William 

• Turner would be one of the witnesses he intended to call in connection with 
^ t FBI wiretapping. Mr. DeLoach briefed Fcnsterv/ald and Senator Long as to 



\ 



Turner's unsavory background. 
! assassination committee.' Ii L 

1 ^ Mr. DeLoach I '• 

. 1 T Mr. Bishop 
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Turner is another board member of the 
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Iva. a. Jones to Bishop memo 
licS: NATIONAL CO?v(iMITTEE TO 

INVESTIGATE ASSASSINATIONS 



li • t ‘ 

^ I^ecember, 1965, it v/as obvious tliat Fensterwald had' 

r.‘-==: Cook, lonstime FBI critic, lor artlcio S 'S 

j me ease with which Feaeral agents can lie under oath. " 

1 T •• maintained close personal liaison with Senatni' 

Long x^praing his committee hearings and it Ls necessary on 
contact him regarding letters written over Long's signature^to the 

information. One such instance w\s In Lc ember !937 
’• fh FBI contacts witli credit unions. Long stated we should iimore ’ 

‘ nf instruct Fensterwald to "keep hands off" tlie^FBI 

I occasion Senator Long advised Mr. DeLoach that Fensterwald had 

/ snot oL his mouth too much" in connection with two articles in 'S' 

i by Sy Ke^icly.'” had been "planled" 



suiioxity when the present Senate went into session. 

No information in Bufiles concerning Paris Flammonde. 

iSenatorRobcrtRSX'acTin'Ur^^^^^^^ 

Sora^rL^ '“'1 at Prosicen? 

itifw i ^ reportealy assisted other individuriswho share his 

i /lews ano who wore othcrwlso critical oI U.o Warren Connnie^orflndb^l. 

Aia.rir. c fi * above lineup including Garrison and Turner it 

Obnoua that we can expect anti-FBI sentimcJta_Irom such a grnip^’ 

RECOMM SNDATIONr* ' V -it- - 

f ■ 'v. .J.f- - wv 
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M. A. Jones to Bishop memo 
RE: NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO 

INVESTIGATE ASSASSINATIONS 



DETAILS: ^ ’ . 

A UPI release on January 3, 1969, announced the formation 
of a new National Committee to Investigate Assassinations. According to 
Bernard Fensterwald, 47, of Arlington, Virginia, a board member, the 
committee's purpose is '"to embarrass or force the Government to make 
investigations they have been putting off since November 22, 1963. " 

According to Fensterwald, the committee will concentrate on the assassina- 
tions of President Kennedy, Senator Robert Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther' 
King. In addition to Fensterwald, other members were identified as Jim 
Garrison, New Orleans District Attorney; V/illiam Turner, former FBI 
Agent; FredJ. Cook, author; Ricliard Spragxie, Hartsdale, New York 
a computer expert; Lloyd Tupling, associated with the Sierra Club, 

Washington, D. C. ; and Paris Flammonde, a New York writer who is 
the author of a book on assassinations, which is soon to be released. 

The Director has asked for a memorandum on Fensterwald, 
Sprague, Tupling and Flammonde. 

Bernard Fens-erv/ald : Fensterwald was born on August 2, 1921, at Nashville 
Tennessee. He received the B. S. degree from Harvard College in 1942 * 

and the LL. B. degree from Harvard Law School in 1049. He received the 
M. A. degree in 1950 from tlie School of Advanced Liternational Studies, 
V/ashington, D. C. 

Fensterwald was the subject of applicant-type inejuiries con- 
ducted by tlie Bureau in 1949 and 1959. V/hile generally favorable, the names 
of Mr. Fensterwald 's mother and sister appeared on a list of delegates and 
members of the Soutiiern Conference^or Human V/elfare, cited by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, at a meeting held on April 19-21, 

1942, at Nashville, Tennessee. Fensterwald and his mother traveled to the 
Soviet Union in June, 1958, for a three -week vacation visit. At that time, 
Fensterwald was employed as a lawyer by die United States Department of State. 

Fensterwald has been employed on tlic staffs of a number of 
Senate committees. Li 1953 Fensterwald was employed by tlie Senate Sub- 
committee on Constitutional Rights (Henning Committee) and was involved in 
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M. A. Jones to Bishop memo 
RE: NATIONAL COivGVilTTES TO 

INVESTIC-ATE ASSASSINATIONS 

I 

1 . * 

a request to tlie Bureau from tliis subcommittee for a list of instances 
wherein we nad furnished information to membei's of Congress. Senator 
Henning subsequently aavised the Bureau that Fensterwald's requests to 
the Bureau had been impx'oper. Over the past four years we have had 
considerable contact with Bernard Fensterwald as Chief Counsel of the 
United States Senate Committee on tlie Judiciary; Subcommittee on Adminis- 
trative Practice and Procedure (tlie Long Committee). In these contacts 
witli Fenstei wald it was clearly evident he was unscrupulous, untrustworthy 
and anti-FBI. He frequently endeavored to draw tlie FBI into conflicts 
arou:id the counti-y by his requests of various telephone companies and • <. 

other sources who might possibly have information of v/iretaps and other 
technical surveillances by the FBI. In January, 1S66, in connection with 
Fensterwald's hearings in San Francisco he indicated tliat ex -Agent William 
Turner would be one of the witnesses he intended to call in connection with 
the extent of FBI wiretapping. Mr. De Loach briefed Fensterwald and 
Senator Long who was present at the time of tiie discussion with Fensterwald 
as to Turner's unsavory background. Fensterwald indicated he would take 
a second look at Turner in view of the information furnished by Mr, DeLoach. 
(Turner is reportedly anotiier board member of the assassination committee) 

"The Nation" magazine in December, 1965, carried an article 
by Fred J. Cook dealing with wiretapping by Government agencies, including 
^.e FBI. It was obvious Cook, a longtime FBI critic, had obtained the 
information for his article from Fensterwald whom he quoted several times. 
Typical of many of Fensterwald's utterances in connection with his assignment 
as Chief Counsel of Senator Long's committee was the statement, in "The 
Nation" magazine article, "The thing that has impressed me most is the ease 
witli which Federal agents can lie under oath. " 

if 

Mr. DeLoach maintained close personal liaison with Senator 
Long concerning tlie work of the FBI as it might pertain to inquiries conducted 
by his committee. On occasions letters directed to tlie FBI reouesting certain 
information were handled orally by Mr. DeLoach v/ith Senator Long who 
indicated that Fensterwald had prepared the letters. One such instance was 
in December, .1937, in connection witli FBI contacts with credit unions. On 
that occasion. Senator Long stated we should ignore the letter and he would 
instruct Fensterwald to "keep hands off" the FBI. On tie same occasion 
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^ Fensterwald has "shot off his mouth • 

too much in connection witli two articles in "Life" magazine dealing with 
Senator Long which allegedly had been "planted" by Bobby Kennedy Accord 

Fensterwald will be the Executive 

Euecto. of captioned committee. It is noted he left his post as Chief Counsel 
foi the Long committee approximately a week ago, apparently when Lona 

res:p.ea as Senator in order to give his success°o; seLrinh^Ste present 
Senate’ went into session. (77-44206) P^ebent 

^ ^ ' ^s Eiatr mon^f ’ contain no information identifiable with 

t? c y' Tupling was appointed the Information 

OAicerof toe ^tau of Itichard L. Neuberger, DemocraUc Senator of O^^on 

One Lioyd Tupling, University News Bureau, Eugene, Oregon was listed as 

ofTr M America's Frieids o"i the MexfoTn Spl?' at “ 

the Fm^fithr.'-ih existence and was not investigated by 

BI, although indications were that the group was sympathetic to the 

of 5“- TupUng was the publisher 

(100-1799?5!23f Newspaper, " a weekly published in Boise, Idaho. 

R ichard Spragu e : In a Rosen to Mr. DeLoach memo dated 3-26-63 caotioned 

Assassination of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 11-23-63 Dallas Texas " 

It was noted that Richard E. Sprague had written to Joseph F. Dolan Admltostra- 
' tiken ff Senator Robert F. Kennedy, enclosing a number of photographs 

toeory that more than one incividual was firing shots at President Kennedy when 
he Wcs assassinateo. Bureau, Dallas and New York files contained no information 
c"i£f,% ' to^tructed to conduct a credit anT 

no^vi attempt to identify him, and toese checks were 

„ . . review was made of books written by critics of toe Warren 

T/?c to .uCtsrmino if Sprague might have collaborated v/ith them In 

Josiah Ihompson s cook, "Six Seconds in Dallas, " he aclciowledr'cs assistanc-* 
fro.^ one 'Richard^ Sprague" not further identified. Sylvia ' leather author 
of j«.ccessories After toe Fact, " a severe critique of the Warrln Comm'ission 
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Spiague lor malviiig available a list mnn i '’’i giateful to Richard E. 
films which seem to havf bL oteHoSf Photographs and 

and tliese investigative agencies. " * ntirely by the Warren Commission 

written Mr. '"’‘= '>■= had 

assaasiiiation which snould be rlviow^b>^SJ‘’?“ ‘”;“‘°e:raplis of the 
research monograoh ^elatin'^ to thf^ enclosed a 

By letter oI 7 - 18 - 63 , wa advise'^Mr ^ President Kennedy, 

monograph, as well as tlia photo"*<^rao*hs inforimtion in his 

Bureau by the office of former sJnato^’nowt '“'"‘ahed the 

no adolUonai perUnent data concernSi (SSo 
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